United States History from the Industrial Revolution
Hillcrest High School

Mrs. Drawhorn

Welcome to United States History from 1877 at Hillcrest High School.  This course is the second part of a two-course study of American History.  This eleventh-grade class examines the social, cultural, and political history of the United States since 1877.   Topics covered will include the Rise of Big Business, Imperialism, World War I, Great Depression, World War II, Civil Rights, Vietnam War, and the 1980s to today.  Course objectives follow the Alabama Course of Study, and this class fulfills the standard diploma graduation requirement for one unit of U.S. History.  

Essential Functions
To be successful in this class, students must be able to perform the following tasks and demonstrate the following skills at grade level or higher.

· Read and comprehend text and supplemental reading

· Communicate in written and oral forms using standard grammar, sentence structure, and paragraph structure

· Understand and respond in written and oral forms to higher order or critical thinking questions

· Comprehend spoken and written terminology unique to the areas of study

· Actively participate in classroom discussions

· Take accurate and useful notes

· Work effectively in cooperative learning groups

· Demonstrate independent study skills

Class Expectations

· Students should be in their seats and ready to begin when the tardy bell rings.

· Students should be honest, courteous, and maintain a positive attitude.

· Students should bring all necessary materials to class every day (notebook, pen/pencil).

· Students are expected to follow all policies of the Tuscaloosa County Board of Education regarding tardies, standards of behavior, attendance, etc.

· Cell phones must remain in a student’s backpack/purse during class and should be on “silent” mode.

· Students are expected to complete all homework assignments, vocabulary, and study for tests.

Grading Policy

Grading will be calculated on a point system that includes major grades (tests, projects, written reports) and daily grades (homework assignments, reading quizzes, maps, vocabulary quizzes, in-class assignments).  Students will complete written assignments and projects throughout the semester.  Tests will emphasize factual information and the concept of change over time.  Each major grade has a significant impact on the nine weeks grade.  Mandatory comprehensive assessments will be administered at the end of the first, second, and third nine-week grading period.  The weight assigned to each exam will be up to 20% of the nine-week grade.  The comprehensive final examination at the conclusion of the course will count twenty percent (20%) of the course final grade.  The sum of the four nine weeks’ averages will be added to the course final exam grade.  This total will be divided by five to get the course final grade. Studying for each major test is very important for successful completion of this course.

Final Exam Exemption Policy

Comprehensive final exams for all courses are to be weighted twenty percent (20%) of course final grade. Mandatory comprehensive final examinations are administered to all students except those students meeting the exemption criteria.  The final course grade for students in grades 9-12 who meet exemption criteria will be determined from the average of the four nine-weeks grades.
Students may earn an exemption from the comprehensive semester exam if they meet the following criteria:

· Possess an A average with six or fewer class absences* or

· Possess a B average with four or fewer class absences* or

· Possess a C  average with two or fewer class absences*
(Excused or unexcused absences)  AND
· Have NO discipline referrals to the office that result in detention or suspension.

Only school-related absences will not affect the exemption status of the student.  All other absences excused or unexcused count against the exemption.

Attendance
Attendance is crucial for students to be successful in school.  After five days of absences in a class, a student must provide a medical or legal excuse to be an excused absence.  This also applies to check-ins and check-outs after five class absences.  The Board of Education has adopted a policy whereby no credit will be awarded in any class when a student amasses 15 consecutive or 20 total unexcused absences.  The student receives a zero for the class and will be withdrawn.  

Materials

Textbook – The Americans, Holt McDougal 2012

Students will have access to an online textbook available for homework, vocabulary, test preparation ect.  
Students will be issued an online access code at the beginning of school.

Materials --   Three-ring binder with paper



Pencil/pen



Highlighter



Colored pencils

Make-up Assignments
Students returning from an absence are responsible for completing missed assignments as prescribed by the Tuscaloosa County Board of Education policy (see Student Handbook).  It is the responsibility of the student to request and return make-up work.  Make-up tests will be given at a designated time following a student’s return and will often differ from the test taken in class.  Students perform much better on a test when it is taken on the designated date in class, rather than taking a make-up test after school.
Parent Conferences

I will be glad to meet with any parent or guardian to discuss the progress of his/her son or daughter during the semester.  My planning time will be from 7:45 until 8:30 this year.  If you need to schedule an appointment, please call the school office at 342-2800.  You may also contact me through e-mail.  My address is jdrawhorn@tcss.net . INOW Parent Portal is available and provides daily information regarding homework assignments and updated averages.  Another great resource for students and parents is the Hillcrest High School website at www.tcss.net.   

